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Overlegvergadering (OV) Report

Date:				Place:					Time:
16th of September, 2025      	E5.07 (REC)	   			15:32 - 16:15
Report by:								Chair of meeting:
Mário Nikodem					       		Noor Hajra 

Present FSR-EB 25/26 members: Victor Gubbiotti (Chair), Arnav Mishra (Vice-Chair), Saamya Malhotra (Organisation & Media Chair), Svitlana Fedchuk (General Member), Anouar Bekkali (General Member), Aleisha Kambeyanda Muthappa (General Member), Guus van Wijk (General Member) 

Absent FSR-EB 25/26 members: Sebas Dekeukeleire (Treasurer), Philipp Greiner (CSR Delegate), Rami El Haddad (Education & Research Chair)

Present Board members and faculty employees: Roel Beetsma (Dean), Sandra de Kruijf (Director of Operations), Mirjam van Gessel (Executive Secretary), Sara Böhm (Student assessor)
Absent Board members and faculty employees: 
Other attendees: -

Minutes

1. 	Opening and determination of agenda
Noor opens the meeting and sets the agenda. 
	
2. 	Determine minutes of the previous meeting 
Previous meeting’s minutes have been accepted

3. 	Announcements

· From FEB Board
	On the 6th of October, the Board will send the FSR FEB the request for advice on the faculty budget for the year 2026. If there are any questions or concerns, a meeting with the EB controller can be scheduled. 

	The Dean mentions that the new MSc Business Information Technology Management started as of the 1st of September with about 100 students. 
	
	As of the 1st of September, four new Dutch tracks of bachelor’s programmes also started. The official number of enrolments of all UvA programmes will be available by the second week of October.



· From the FSR EB

	
[bookmark: _30j0zll]4. FEB Groupchats Issue
(att.: 20250916 FSR FEB Groupchats issue)
Victor introduces the issue of WhatsApp groups that appear to be student-led but are actually run by private companies. He points out that students should be able to distinguish official group chats from commercial ones. Victor explains that he has been in contact with the FSR from Erasmus University Rotterdam, who have experience with a publicity-free FSR group chat. They share the link with students during the kick-off week and integrate the WhatsApp group links into the newsletter for first-year students via their university email addresses. He thinks that this is a good approach and suggests that EB implements it as well.
Arnav says that the FSR at RSM has created a general chat, which is administered by FSR members. He explains that the aim is to distinguish between university and non-university activities, a proposal made for the sake of consistency. Arnav also points out issues with managing the group chats and highlights concerns about student safety, as students often feel misled.
The Dean asks how students get into the WhatsApp groups. Victor explains that this happens through large unofficial Instagram accounts. Students who find these accounts are directed to a link tree that leads them into a global student community for their class. From this point, private entities hire people to promote their services further, asking them to send out emails and messages in order to create course-specific groups. Arnav explains that at RSM, specific employees are allocated to manage these WhatsApp groups. They enforce community rules, and the main group then branches into course-specific groups.

Sandra thinks that it is an issue that commercial entities enter UvA (online) premises. She asks about the purpose of the WhatsApp groups and raises the question of what content should be on Canvas versus WhatsApp versus UniBuddy. She mentions that the Board will discuss the possibility of an EB WhatsApp group with the Marketing and Communication department.
Sandra appreciates that the Council raised this issue and says they should look into the companies involved. She mentions that it would be helpful to gather more information and emphasises the importance of future cooperation. 
Sara asks how the FSR can manage the content without being overly restrictive and without infringing on free speech. Victor mentions that the solution at RSM is that the FSR deletes inappropriate posts, and if a student continues, they get banned. Victor adds that a warning could first be given, allowing the student to continue seeing important announcements in the community.
Sara asks if the FSR is informed about the SEFA communities, noting that she has been added to one as a master’s student. She mentions that something like this already exists under SEFA, but it is only created by SEFA and she is not sure if it is further managed. Victor replies that the FSR is open for discussion with SEFA. The FSR has a meeting with the FSR at RSM planned soon and is willing to share more information. He adds that the information will be sent to Mirjam after the OV.
[bookmark: _2et92p0]Action Points: 
250916 01: The FSR will gather more information about how the WhatsApp groups operate at RSM.

250916 02: The FSR will clarify how it would be practically viable for them to manage the groups and define the end goal.

250916 03: The Board will consult with the Marketing and Communication department to discuss the possibility of a WhatsApp community for students.

[bookmark: _3dy6vkm]
[bookmark: _1t3h5sf]5. Networking Gala
(att.: 20250916 FSR FEB Networking Gala & FSR FEB Networking Gala Proposal 2025)

Victor proposes the idea of collaborating with a study association but feels it may not be substantial enough, which is why he prefers to handle it under the FSR FEB. Saamya asks whether it makes sense to offload the task to SEFA, since SEFA aims to invite only their members, whereas the FSR is intended to include all students. 

Sandra will talk with SEFA and encourage them to talk about this idea of the FSR and willingness to open the Networking Gala to all students, not just SEFA members. The Dean points out that the FSR is not primarily responsible for organising the Gala and that this task should be delegated to a study association. The Dean expresses that he would like all faculty funding to benefit all students. 

Action Points: 

250916 04: The FSR will discuss the possibility of a Networking Gala with SEFA.

6. Internationalisation 
(att.: 20250916 FSR FEB Internationalisation)

Aleisha asks how the introduction of the numerus fixus will impact new international students and how EB aims to maintain diversity. 
The Dean explains that numerus fixus for EBE was considered about two years ago due to its large size, but it was not introduced at that time. Due to the proposed balanced internationalisation bill,  universities agreed to take measures to keep internationalisation in check. This self-regulation offer is on the condition that the TAO (Foreign Language Education Test) for existing BSc-programmes is taken out of the proposed bill.
The UvA’s proposal includes that the language of instruction of the Psychology programme will be converted to Dutch. The numerus fixus on the English-language tracks of the BSc BA and the BSc EBE are also part of the proposal. The Dean wants to encourage Dutch students to join the Dutch track, as these do not have a numerus fixus.
The Dean adds that the Balanced Internationalisation Bill has not yet been discussed in Parliament. Therefore it is not clear yet whether the TAO for existing programmes will be taken out of the bill. 

	Aleisha asks if there is a plan to maintain a similar level of quality between the Dutch and English tracks. The Dean explains that the content is exactly the same and that the exams and end terms are identical. 

Action Points: 

Question Round



Action Points: 



ACTION POINTS
250916 01: The FSR will gather more information about how the WhatsApp groups operate at RSM.
250916 02: The FSR will clarify how it would be practically viable for them to manage the groups and define the end goal.
250916 03: The Board will consult with the Marketing and Communication department to discuss the possibility of a WhatsApp community for students.
250916 04: The FSR will discuss the possibility of a Networking Gala with SEFA.






ACTION POINTS PREVIOUS OV
There are no Action Points from the previous OV held on 10.06.2025
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