
Dear Executive Board, Dear Geert, Karen and Jan, 

The CSR has recently taken an interest in the Model teaching and exam regulations (hereinafter: 

M-OER). While we have been part of a central working group created by academic affairs, we

found out that the working group could not change several points, as the changes are going not

in line the existing policy or where such a policy shift that a working group could not take 

measures.

Our process with the M-OER started much earlier with a talk with the faculty student councils in 

December. We then discussed different proposals for changes to the model OER proposed by the 

faculties and the FSRs. We discussed these proposals in the working group. However, as 

mentioned, the proposals were not within the working group's scope and are, thus, proposed to 

the Executive Board for change. 

Resit policy 

The M-OER currently has a regulation A-4.5.3 which states: "the most recent mark will 

apply in the event of a resit". This rule results from the policy set out in the 'kadertoetsbeleid' and 

the rapport studiesucces 2.0. The idea of the policy is to test a lot and make sure the result is made 

up of many tests to ensure the result is not impacted too much by chance or a bad day. However, 

we find that this often is not the case. Many courses and programs test once or twice in a course, 

and students are punished severely for a bad day. That is why we suggest changing this regulation 

as to that the highest grade applies. This gives students a chance to improve their grade if they 

find it necessary without the danger of failing a course or getting a lower grade. We believe this 

helps students and focus on the GPA has increased the last couple of years with the introduction 

of the AKT's. Another point worth mentioning, with the changed resit policy students get to better 

accomplish the main goal of the education - improve their knowledge without the risk of the study 
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delay. While the council acknowledges the possible increase in work for teaching staff, we believe 

this can remain limited since not all students will do a resit as it still requires time and effort for 

students to do a resit. Furthermore, we believe teachers should get resources for this extra 

grading work and do think the costs outweigh the benefits for students.   

The period of the resit 

 

The CSR would like to change article A-4.5.4. This currently states that:" the resit for an 

examination must take place within a reasonable period following the announcement of the 

result of the examination being resat. This reasonable period is specified in Section B". The CSR 

thinks that this should be changed to "The resit for an examination must take place within 3 

months following the original test and must not take place within 10 working days of the 

announcement of the result of the original examination". This creates enough time for students 

and teachers to prepare while preparing resits that take place half a year after the initial exam. 

This long period makes it difficult for students that did not have a passing grade to prepare for 

their exam, in our opinion, makes it more challenging to get a passing grade the second time. To 

improve their result at the resit, they should have enough time to study but not so much time that 

they have to start learning all over again because of the period between the test and the resit. The 

implementation already shows positive outcomes in several programmes and faculties. 

Rounding of the final grade 

 

The CSR believes that the way grades are rounded should be changed. Currently, final 

grades are rounded differently depending on the course or faculty a student is a part of. The CSR 

sees no reason for this difference in rounding on the same university. Specifically, because this 

creates different grades for students that study at multiple faculties, we think that standardized 

rounding to the closest decimal gives students the most representative grade. This would not 

mean that teachers no longer have the freedom to grade assignments with whole points but only 

means that the final grades are not longer rounded up or down to the closest half or whole point. 

This is fairest to the students and creates one form of grading for the whole university. This would 

require an addition to article A-4.6. in the model-OER to create a regulation for streamlining 

grading at the UvA. All final grades will be rounded to the nearest decimal.  

Inspection of exams and written examinations 

 

The CSR wishes to change some parts of articles 4.9.1. and 4.9.3. with regards to the rights 

for students during inspections. With regards to article 4.9.1. the CSR would like to include the 

right for students to access an answer key during the inspection of their work. This way, they can 

check their answers easier and better understand the outcome of their test of assessed work. It 

also allows to students to clearly see which mistakes have been made and where they can 

improve next time. 

  

Furthermore, a change in 4.9.3. would place a joint responsibility with the students and 

their teacher for finding an appropriate moment for inspection. We find this important as the 

inspection is an important moment for students that failed their test. While we expect that 

students want to participate due to scheduling problems, this cannot always be achieved. Them 
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being able to get feedback from a teacher after a failing grade is paramount to preparing for a 

resit. 

Hoping to have informed you sufficiently, I sign on behalf of the Central Student Council, 

Sincerely, 

Nina Hol 

Chairman of the Central Student Council 2020-2021 

~ 
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