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Minutes of the Overleg Vergadering (4) of the FSR FMG ’21- ‘22 

Faculty Student Council of the Faculty of Social and Behavioural sciences 

Date: 17th of March 2022 

Location: Online via Zoom 

Present executive board FMG:  Agneta Fischer and Sterre Minkes. 

Present FSR FMG '21-'22: Joselyn Moran, Alicia Vignali, Natalie Safarova, Eirini 

Symeonidou, Nathan Larigauderie, Titus van der Valk, 

Lena Schenk, Pedro Gonzalez, Esra Joo Weijenberg and 

Anastasiia Anikina,  

Absent FSR FMG '21-'22: Zaina Pakabomba and Leila Hammoud 

Guests: Ingmar Visser, Rifka van der Meer, Hebe Verrest, Armen 

Hakhverdian, Karen Schiffner, Jochem de Vries, and Irem 

Ütkün 

Technical chair: Elias Marseille 

Minutes: Lieve Bastiaan 

 

1. Opening and setting the agenda 

Elias opens the meeting at 14:01, the agenda is set without changes.  

 

2.  Setting the draft minutes of the OV (3) of January 27th.  

The FSR FMG has accepted all of the dean’s changes to the minutes of the Third OV of '21 -

'22.  

 

3. Announcements 

Dean 

Ingmar Visser and Rifka van der Meer will join for topic 1. Armen Hakhverdian and Karen 

Schiffner will join for topic 2. Hebe Verrest (programme director) and Jochem de Vries 

(department chair) will join for topic 3. 

 

FSR 

Irem Ütkün, who will replace Lieve Bastiaan as official secretary of the student council starting 

April 1st, will observe the meeting. 

 Natalie and Eirini will leave after the first hour as they have a class with a test.  

 Zaina is absent. Leila is absent as she has an internship.  

  

4. Subject 1: Selection procedure bachelor Psychology 
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Ingmar Visser and Rifka van der Meer 

Ingmar informs the council that they do not want selection, they do so because it is the only 

way they can assure they are not being flooded by too many students for which they can not 

provide a good quality program. The maximum is about 600 students. The important change in 

the procedure is that they want different numbers of students for the Dutch and English tracks, 

to have a 50/50% balance Dutch and English speaking students.. The contents of the procedure 

itself have not changed. The PC wanted to see the numbers as more balanced, to give 

international applicants still a fair chance, we agreed, and thus the number of the Dutch 

language track were decreased a little and those of the English track were increased.  

 In the last few years the number of international students have increased a lot, as a 

consequence the accessibility of the programs has decreased for Dutch students.  

 A second concern is that some masters programs are in Dutch, because they prepare for 

the Dutch health care system and thus they want to ensure there are enough Dutch speaking 

students to fill those programmes, to prepare them for the Dutch mental health care system. 

  

FSR 

The council has discussed this, they like the fact that the overall number of students will not 

change. Overall they feel positively towards the proposal. Especially since one of the reasons 

the programme was made bilingual was to give Dutch students the opportunity to study in 

English as well. 

 The proposal looked nice and the council hopes the expected results will be achieved.   

   

  

Ingmar Visser en Rifka van der Meer exit the meeting.  

 

5. Subject 2: Numerus Fixus Political Science 

Armen Hakhverdian and Karen Schiffner join the meeting. 

FSR 

The council would like to thank Armen and Karen for the incorporation of their feedback. They 

only have some questions left. 

 The council would like to know how the growth predictions are now and how the law 

that was supposed to allow for a track specific numerus fixus progressing. 

 One of the concerns the council had was if there was a numerus fixus on the English 

track, Dutch students who want to study in English might go for the Dutch track instead so they 

are sure they will be admitted. The council would like to know if it will be possible for Dutch 

students to sign up for both tracks so they can partake in the Dutch track if they do not get into 

the English track.  

 For the entrance exam it is stated that Dutch students are able to watch lectures in Dutch, 

the council wonders if Dutch students can then also take their tests in Dutch.  

 The council would also like to know how they plan on keeping track of diversity and 

what will be done if this is not going well.  

 The council thanks Armen and Karen for their clarification.  
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 The council thinks positively about the proposal. The council gives a green light for the 

numerus fixus for the bachelor in Political Science as laid down in the ‘selection procedure’, 

while hoping that: 

- It either can be avoided due to dropping application figures 

- It can be implemented eventually per language track, thereby protecting the 

Dutch/English track (change of law necessary). 

 

 

Armen Hakhverdian and Karen Schiffner 

The latest figures of the growth predictions are positive, the growth this year is not as bad as 

previously predicted. The number of students is predicted to stay pretty constant. They will 

need to wait until closer to the June deadline before they have actual figures. It should be noted 

that stable intake as compared to 2021-2022 is still too high. The matching is less than ideal but 

it is a possible way to a numerus fixus. Closer to the deadline meetings will be held to make the 

final decision.  

 It is still not clear when the change in law will happen, the hope is that this will happen 

before summer. Considering the fact that another crisis is happening it might be postponed. If 

it happens in time they can still switch to a separate procedure for the Dutch and English track. 

They will not count on this happening.  

There is no good answer to the question about Dutch students as the law has not passed 

yet. But when they do get there they will take this into account. Karen thinks this might not be 

possible as it is one programme and students might not be able to apply twice. It should also be 

kept in mind that there is an English track and a bilingual track. Only in the first block of the 

first semester are students able to follow lectures in Dutch. Later on in the programme, due to 

electives and the thesis, students from both tracks will do most of their studying in English. 

 The entrance exams will be available in both Dutch and English, the entrance procedure 

will mimic the actual programme as much as possible.  

One criterium for diversity would be that Dutch students are still doing well within the 

programme. If the Dutch programme is too small for it to be sustainable they will support it. If 

the Dutch/English programme crumbles they can always decide get rid of the numerus fixus. 

Due to privacy reasons the programme is not able to collect information about the students’  

socioeconomic status, thus cannot keep track of diversity in this way. What they can do is listen 

to students in the programme committee or for example a meeting that they had with first 

generation students. There are initiatives where colleagues from the university go to schools to 

talk to students, but this is more to engage them with politics. It is argued by some that a 

programme that targets final year high school students, the programme will try this but they do 

not know how much this will help. 

 

Armen Hakhverdian exits the meeting. 

 

6. Subject 3: Bilingual Human Geography and Planning Bachelor 

Hebe Verrest and Jochem de Vries join the meeting 

FSR 
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The FSR would like to thank Hebe for organizing the focus group with students. They are happy 

that the concerns of the students have been taken into account.  

 The first thing is that one of the motivations to create the bilingual programme is to 

allow international students to participate in the programme. The council would like 

clarification of Dutch language requirements for international students.  

 The council would also like to know what the teacher to student ratio will be.  

 Regarding the number of students the council would like to know what will happen if 

the maximum number of students is reached. The council would also like to know how 

confident they feel that these measures would control a large influx of students. Next to that the 

council would like to know what number of students would be more than expected.  

 The preliminary opinion of the council is positive.  

 

Hebe Verrest 

The students, the Examinations Board and the programmes committee are all positive about the 

proposal. 

The Dutch language requirement is not in the proposal, it will be made clearer that this 

is not a requirement for international students. The programme will however encourage the 

international students to learn Dutch and about the Dutch context. One of the caps that can be 

put on the number of students entering the programme is for students to take a course that 

includes learning some Dutch and something about the Dutch context.  

 It is expected that the lectures will just become larger, but seminars will be the same 

size, thus there will be more seminar teachers. The availability of the teaching staff should stay 

at the same level to keep the same quality of education. This programme has prioritized small 

scale teaching. Small scale education is a hallmark of the programme. 

 It is expected that there will be more legal means from the government to put a cap on 

the programme. One other option that the programme has is the course mentioned before. 

Having a Dutch requirement as a fail-safe could be one of the options but it is preferable to still 

work with the course. As it is less of a hard requirement and focusses more on motivation 

instead of on skill. Both are legally possible.  

 If there is a massive increase it will just need to be handled for that year for the year 

after that there will already be a solution in place to reduce that number.   

If the number of applicants goes above 225 or 250 students, it will be more than 

expected. The ratio of Dutch to international students is also important and this will be kept 

track of.  

Hebe Verrest, Karen Schiffner, and Jochem de Vries exit the meeting. 

 

7. Any other business 

The dean 

The dean informs the council that if they get into contact with Ukrainian students she would 

like them to advise Ukrainian students to regularly look at the special page the UvA has made 

for them. The study advisors are also equipped to help them. 

 The second thing the dean wants to mention is the email that the dean accidentally sent 

about the evaluation of the last meeting (concerning the change in language of instruction for 

the bachelor's programme in Human Geography and Planning). She is sorry about that. The 
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dean did think the meeting did not go well but she did not mean to give a blunt judgement of 

the council's performance. It is not a generalization of how she thinks about the council. She 

adds that the council did very well during this OV.  

 

FSR 

The council will promote the page on their social media.  

 The council is happy that the dean has apologized for the email and feels evaluating 

each other’s performance professionally is useful.  

 The council would like to thank Lieve for her work. 

 

8. Questions and closing  

Elias closes the meeting at 15:17. 

No questions are asked.  

 


