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Dear Dean of the Faculty of Law of the University of Amsterdam, 

The Faculty Student Council of the Faculty of Law (hereafter "the Council") hereby sends the board 
an unasked advice concerning the situation for prospective Refugee students at the Faculty of Law. 
The central goal we hope to accomplish with this advice is to build a policy at the law faculty to 
facilitate an easy entry and integration of prospective refugee students into eligible programs. It is 
not meant to encourage a policy of affirmative action toward refugee students, quality standards 
must be upheld, but the assessment of qualifications can be improved in comparison to other 
faculties and indeed law faculties of other Dutch universities. 

By virtue of the subject matter studied at the law faculty, we stress that it is not desirable to admit 
refugee students into the Law Bachelor. This is a recommendation that has been made by several 
experts at the Faculty and beyond. While any refugee student should be willing and able to 
integrate, the level of Dutch skill required for the Dutch Bachelor makes it difficult to participate 
productively. Therefore this advice concerns the accessibility to masters courses. The central 
recommendations we would like to make will be summarised in the following: 

Many potential students have incomplete educational transcripts and personal documents. 
Admissions offices must pay special attention to such cases and not dismiss them by virtue 
of being incomplete. In cases of incomplete documentation we would encourage interviews 
to assess university background and language skills. 
Many potential refugee students interested in legal masters programs already have a 
background in law, although legal systems may be largely different. Experience in legal 
practice should be weighed as a positive contributing factor in application procedures 
regardless. 
For students the transition into a Dutch and European education system will be difficult. 
Reports from other faculties suggest that essay writing and similar academic skills are 
unfamiliar, in response to which introductory skills courses have been developed. In all 
likelihood a similar need will arise at the law faculty. Such introductory skills-based 
courses could be shared across faculties, whereas the need for basic Dutch or European 
Union law courses would have to be met at the faculty itself. For a small number of 
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students it may be possible to join PPLE courses, held in English and bridging many 
European and international jurisdictions. For students whose Dutch skills are advanced 
enough they should be encouraged to follow Dutch Bachelor courses where possible. The 
VU has developed a "schakeljaar" of introductory courses for refugee students to take 
within their VASVU program, which is increasingly popular. Leiden University has a similar 
programme, developed in cooperation with UAF. As the amount of students anticipated to 
apply at the law faculty is low, the development of a standard pre-Master course may not be 
proportional. Instead individual supplementary courses could be arranged with help from 
study advisors and the admissions office. 
Those students who do manage to apply often go through some of the many student-run or 
University-affiliated organisations, such as the Syrian Legal Network at the law faculty. On 
the one hand the faculty could work more closely with such organisations that already offer 
workshops. On the other it must encourage students to apply to courses individually, for 
example through a more detailed and easy to follow page than is available under 
"Information for refugees" on the UvA website. 

We acknowledge that there are not large numbers of refugee students who will apply to study at the 
Faculty of Law. This is due to a combination of factors, such as the fact that admission to the 
Bachelor can not be recommended as discussed above. It also means that those who do apply will 
likely already have a law background. In line with these considerations we encourage more 
flexibility for students, at a low additional effort. 

At a recent ASPIRE event that brought together many of the aforementioned organisations to 
support refugees at the UvA and in the Netherlands Karen Maex gave a final speech proclaiming her 
full support for such initiatives. Last Dies Natalis James Hathaway was awarded an honorary 
doctorate for his work on international refugee law. Migration law is taught at the law faculty and 
our professors are invited internationally to speak. We at the law faculty could and should be doing 
more. Comparing our faculty to others at the UvA and law faculties at comparable Dutch 
universities and beyond, we recommend to develop an official yet flexible general policy on refugee 
student inclusion. 

The council hopes that with this advice we have informed the board is sufficiently. 

Sincerely, 

In the name of the Council, 

Marlene Straub 

Vice Chair 

Maurits van de Sande 

Chair 
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