
 

 

 

 

Dear Mr. Nollkaemper, 

 

The Faculty Student Council of Law (hereafter: the Student Council) is now able to respond to 

the letter from the Faculty Works Council of Law (hereafter: the Works Council) sent on the 13th 

of September, regarding the matter of the contemplation room. At the same time, this letter 

serves to inform the faculty board and the Works Council of our (re-)established stance on this 

issue. The Committee for Organization and Finance, chaired by Sam Atherton, is internally 

responsible for this file.  

 

In general, the Student Council concurs with the opinion of the Works Council. It does however 

clarify its position as follows: 

 

The current contemplation room in REC J/K 

The Works Council has stated in its letter that it grades the room with a 6 – sufficient. The 

Student Council differs from that appreciation. It is the opinion of the Student Council that the 

current room may better be graded as a 4.5 – 5; and thus is insufficient. Factors such as the 

colour scheme, quality of the furniture, the size of the room and inconsistency of cleaning are 

hindering the space for its purpose.  

 

The responsible committee recently visited the room on a Thursday at around 2 p.m. and 

concluded that the room was dirty and unkept. Visible dirt on the ground was indicative of a 

lack of care for the room. Given that some of its current users do utilise the space to practice 

their religions, and some of these practices take place on the ground, students, in their moments 

of contemplation and prayer, may be placing themselves in dirt.  

 

Furthermore, the room is quite small and only has one window for light, making the room 

rather dim. The lack of sunlight prevents the use of the room as a space to revitalise. The 

current colour scheme includes walls in a range of green juxtaposed with bright red leather 
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couches. Minding the intention to be a place for contemplation and solace, the colour scheme is 

rather distracting; they are typical ‘attention grabbing’ colours that, certainly in combination, 

intensify each other. The Student Council also finds that the quality and attractiveness of the 

seemingly old furniture can be improved.  

 

The Student Council finds that the current contemplation room could be improved based on the 

above mentioned conclusions, and is furthermore of the opinion that the available financial 

means are no obstacle to make this change happen. It is therefore the advice of the Student 

Council that the current contemplation room should be improved or renovated accordingly. 

 

The creation of a second contemplation room in REC A/B/C 

Besides the improvement of the current contemplation room in REC J/K, the Student Council 

also re-establishes its position that a second contemplation room should be created in REC 

A/B/C. The current contemplation room, located behind the CREA, is about a 3-4 minute walk 

from the north-most entrance of our faculty in REC A. From many other locations within our 

building, this journey is much longer especially with the current student population. Providing 

the students in need of this space with a more convenient location would not only improve the 

lives of those who frequently utilise the space now but would also encourage contemplation, 

meditation and other mental health improving activities. The Student Council notes that the 

contemplation room is not only vital for students practicing religions or spiritualities, but can 

also create a space for all who are in need of a moment of solace. The Student Council also refers 

to concurring statements made on the matter in previous years. 

 

It is therefore the advice of the Student Council that a second contemplation room be created in 

REC A/B/C. It of course goes without saying that the Student Council applies the same quality 

standards to the new contemplation room as it does to the current room. In the next Joint 

Meeting, this point can be motivated more extensively.  

 

Conclusion 

Summarised, the Student Council advises the faculty board: 

1. To contact the responsible departments and, doing so, to ensure that the 

contemplation room in REC J/K is improved or renovated, in line with the 

recommendations mentioned above; 

2. At the same time, take all actions necessary for the creation of a second contemplation 

room within REC A/B/C, which should adhere to the same level of quality as is desired 

for the contemplation room in REC J/K. 

The Student Council looks forward to discuss this matter further during the upcoming Joint 

Meeting, and is especially interested in your response.  

 

Regards, 

 

 

w.g. 

Ruben Peetam 

Chair of the Faculty Student Council of Law 


